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Abstract 

Target-language gains often belong among the primary goals of international student 
mobility. However, despite “folk beliefs” that mere presence in an L2-speaking country will 
inevitably promote language acquisition virtually through osmosis, not all learners benefit equally 
from study-abroad sojourns, and considerable variation has been evinced in their linguistic 
attainment. 

One line of enquiry that has attempted to explain the varied picture has investigated 
students’ social networks as a factor conditioning their interactions and—subsequently—progress. 
This talk will demonstrate how computational social network analysis that looks beyond an 
egocentric approach—where information on the students’ contacts is only gained from the focal 
participants—and instead takes a bird’s-eye whole network view can reveal non-trivial results on the 
influence of peer interactions among language learners on their attainment, basing on the speaker’s 
projects ranging from research on international student exchanges to intensive language programs 
offered by U.S. universities to courses for Ukrainian refugees. We will also discuss changes in 
participants’ social interactions, L2 use and progress over time, as well as the importance of always 
taking into account the local ecology.  
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